
NORTH CENTRAL MISSOURI COLLEGENORTH CENTRAL MISSOURI COLLEGE



PAGE 3 TERMS
A+
Academic Advisor 
Accredited
Add/Drop Period
Application
Associate’s Degree
Campus Visit
Certificate Program

PAGE 4 TERMS
Cost of Attendance
Credit Hour
Dual Credit
FAFSA
FERPA
Financial Aid

PAGE 5 TERMS
Financial Need
First Generation
Full-Time Enrollment/Part-Time Enrollment
General Education Requirements (Sometimes referred as “Gen Eds”)
Major
MyCompass
Placement Testing
Prerequisite

PAGE 6 TERMS
Scholarship
Transcript
Transfer Credits
Transfer Degree (AA/AS)
Tuition



A+: The A+ Scholarship Program provides scholarship funds to eligible
graduates of A+ designated high schools who attend a participating
public community college or vocational/technical school, or certain
private two-year vocational/technical schools.

Academic Advisor: An academic mentor who guides your student
through their degree. Advisors assist with course registration, make
sure your student is taking the right courses in the right order, and help
them make important academic decisions. Every degree seeking
student is assigned an advisor. 

Accredited: An accredited university or college is certified to provide a
high-quality education in the United States. Most employers and
graduate programs only consider degrees from accredited schools.

Add/Drop Period: A grace period at the beginning of each semester
during which your student can decide to add or drop a course with no
penalty

Application: This is the term for all the materials your student will fill
out and submit to apply for admission to a college. 

Associate’s Degree: A degree you can earn in 2–3 years. The credits
earned from this degree can usually be transferred to a 4-year
bachelor’s degree. Many states have (or are developing) direct pipelines
to support the transfer of credits from Community Colleges’ to 4-year
state schools.

Campus Visit: During a campus visit, students and family members can
listen to a presentation by staff from the admission office and go on a
tour with a student guide to see campus buildings and facilities and to
meet with an academic advisor. It's a chance to ask a lot of questions
and get a feeling for the school's culture.

Certificate Program: An organized series of credit courses, consisting of
8-40 credit hours, which concentrates study in a particular field, though
some certificates also include one or more general education courses.
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Cost of Attendance: A total amount of attending the college, including tuition
and fees, room and board, books, supplies, transportation, miscellaneous
personal items, loan fees, study abroad costs, dependent care expenses,
disability-related expenses and cooperative education program costs.

Credit Hour: Each course is assigned a certain number of credit hours, usually
corresponding to how often class occurs and how long classes are, as well as
the course difficulty. Many classes earn a student 3 to 4 credit hours. To be
considered full-time, a student must be taking at least 12 credits per semester.

Dual Credit: Courses that are taught to high school students for which
students receive both high school credit and college credit. 
Early College  – High School students are able to earn college credit at a
discounted rate. These courses will not apply to your highschool credit like
Duel Credit. 

FAFSA: This stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Completing
this online form is the first step in applying for financial aid. All colleges require
students who'd like to be considered for financial aid to complete the FAFSA
every year.

FERPA: This stands for Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act. This law
protects the privacy of educational records and transfers from parents to the
students themselves when they turn 18 or start college. FERPA covers all
school-related records, including your student's grades, information from the
campus health center, disciplinary records, and more. If students want to give
a parent or another third party access, they may complete a FERPA waiver.
There is an exception: If the college feels there is a need to protect the health
and safety of your student or others, they may disclose information.

Financial Aid: Refers to any type of student loan, scholarship, or grant your
student receives to help pay for college. Incoming first-year students receive a
financial aid award along with their offer of admission. Work-Study is another
form of financial aid. Financial aid can be need-based (based on student and
family income and what the family can afford to contribute) or merit-based
(based on a student's GPA, test scores, etc.).
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Financial Need: This is determined by the difference between the total cost of
attendance at a college and the amount the student and their family is
expected to contribute (Expected Family Contribution).

First Generation: First generation refers to students who are the first in their
families to attend college or whose parents didn’t complete a college
bachelor’s degree. 

Full-Time Enrollment/Part-Time Enrollment : A full-time student is enrolled in
12 or more credit hours in a semester (full-time status for a summer term is 12
credit hours). A part-time student is enrolled in less than 12 credit hours in a
semester.

General Education Requirements (Sometimes referred as “Gen Eds”): Most 4-
year college programs come with a set of general education requirements,
intended to ensure all students receive a broad education, with knowledge of
topics outside of their chosen field of study.

Major: The primary focus of study. For example, your student might major in
history, business or teaching.

MyCompass: The student portal, myCOMPASS, contains your North Central
Missouri College personal student account information. Use it to access your
Pirate Email account, Blackboard, view statements, make payments, register
for classes and much more.

Placement Testing: Placement tests ensure that you get started in the right
classes for your academic background and your program. Taking a class for
which you are not prepared could prevent you from successfully moving
forward in your college career. If your test scores indicate that you need
additional preparation before you enter classes that count toward your
program, you may need to take one or more developmental courses.

Prerequisite: A prerequisite is a course a student must complete before taking
another specific course. For example, Calculus 1 is a prerequisite to Calculus 2 —
a student can’t take the latter without having passed the former.
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Scholarship: A financial award to help your student pay for college.
Scholarships can come from the institution (the college or university) or from
outside groups and organizations. Unlike student loans, this is gift money that
does not need to be paid back.

Transcript: A transcript is an overview of a student’s academic progress — it
includes names and grades for all completed courses, their GPA and their total
credit hours.

Transfer Credits: Credits that can be transferred from one school and applied
toward a degree at another. 

Transfer Degree (AA/AS): Transfer degrees are designed for students who
want to complete their first two years of college work and then transfer on to a
four-year institution. Associate in Arts and Associate in Science degrees are the
primary transfer degrees.

Tuition: The amount paid to attend a college. Tuition is only part of the bill:
students also pay fees, and room and board is extra.
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