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Founded in 1925 as Trenton Junior College (TJC), North Central

Missouri College (NCMC) is the second oldest community

college in Missouri and the 75th oldest in the United States. For

over 100 years, North Central Missouri College has been

helping individuals reach their educational goals. Our small

class sizes, highly qualified and caring instructors, tutoring

services, and affordable tuition make the goal of an excellent

college education attainable. 

North Central Missouri College is accredited by the Missouri

Department of Higher Education and Workforce Development

and the Higher Learning Commission, a member of the North

Central Association. NCMC is also an A+ Scholarship Program

Institution and is designated a Military Friendly School. 

Today we congratulate our graduates on their success and wish

them all the best in their future endeavors. We welcome

families and friends of our students to campus. Thank you for

your support and guidance in helping your graduate succeed at

North Central Missouri College.



PROGRAM
CommencementCommencementCommencement

Processional............................................................................ 
Faculty Senate President

Ronda Copple

Faculty Marshals
Korynn Skipper & Sophia Swink

National Anthem............................................................
Graduate

Sarabeth Michael

Welcome & Evocation.....................................................
Student Senate President

Tailer Morrison

Introduction of Platform Guests 
& Speaker............................................................................ Dr. Lenny Klaver

NCMC President

Address........................................................................
Professor Emerita

Sue Nichols, BSN RN

Presenting the Class of 2026...................................
Vice President of Academic Affairs

Dr. Tristan Londre

Conferring of Degrees...................................................
NCMC President

Dr. Lenny Klaver

Turning of the Tassel.......................................................
Vice President of Student Affairs

Dr. Kristen Alley

Alumni Welcome...................................................
Alumnus/Board of Trustee

Christopher Hoffman

Recessional.......................................
Faculty Marshals

Shanna Thomas & Vel Westbook

NORTH CENTRAL MISSOURI COLLEGE

Standard Bearers
Dr. Clarence Green, Dr. Mitchell Holder, Joni Oaks, & Tailer Morrison

Presentation of Diplomas, Certificates,
Honors & Nursing Pins.................................................Dr. Lenny Klaver

NCMC President

Nursing Faculty

Presentation of Colors......................
548th Transportation Company, Trenton, MO

Missouri Army National Guard



Graduate Colors

Red, white, and blue cords designate current or previous service

in the United States military. 

Gold stoles and/or gold tassels signify members of Phi Theta

Kappa National Honor Society. 

Royal blue cords signify members of Phi Mu Epsilon, a

values�based women’s organization. 

Double white cords signify graduates of the Associate Degree

Nursing program. 

Single white cords signify graduates of the Practical Nursing

program. 

Blue and blue/gold cords signify those who have earned an

American FFA Degree. 

Black and teal signify members of the TRIO Student Support

Services program.

Silver cords signify graduates of a Health Sciences Program.

Honors Recognition

** Graduating with Highest Honors (3.85 or higher GPA) 

* Graduating with Honors (3.50-3.84 GPA) 

To qualify for graduate recognition, at least fifty percent of the

student’s coursework in the program must be completed at

NCMC. Graduates “with honors” are those with grade point

averages on NCMC coursework of 3.5 to 3.84, and graduates “with

highest honors” are those with grade point averages on NCMC

coursework of 3.85 or above. Spring commencement honors are

based upon the grade point average at the end of fall term. Final

graduate honors are acknowledged on the final transcript and

may be different from those announced at commencement.



Mace
The NCMC Mace serves as a symbol of institutional authority, tradition, and

the enduring connection between the College and the communities it
serves. Presented as a commemorative gift by the Classes of 2025 and 2026

in honor of the College’s centennial celebration, the mace reflects both
legacy and forward vision. Its creation was entrusted to twelve artisans of

the St. Joseph Woodworkers Guild, whose combined craftsmanship,
technical expertise, and artistic vision resulted in a piece that is both

distinctive and deeply representative of North Central Missouri College. 

Gonfalons
As part of the academic procession, four ceremonial flags are carried to

represent the college’s campuses: Trenton, Barton, Savannah, and
Online. Together, these flags symbolize the unity of our campus
communities and the shared achievements of students across all

locations.

Lapel Pin

A commemorative lapel pin for the 100th graduating class of Trenton
Junior College/North Central Missouri College carries deep symbolic

meaning, serving as a small but powerful tribute to a century of learning,
perseverance, and shared history. It represents the generations of

students who came before, each leaving their mark and building the
legacy that today’s graduates inherit. Worn close to the heart, the pin

connects past, present, and future—honoring traditions upheld over 100
years while celebrating the unique role this class plays in that ongoing

story. More than a keepsake, it’s a tangible reminder of belonging, pride,
and the responsibility to carry forward the values and spirit of North

Central Missouri College into the next century.

Presented to students by Sue Nichols, BSN RN, Professor Emerita

Tolling of the Bell
The ringing of the bell by the Student Senate President marks the official

start of the ceremony and the ceremonial march. Cast in 1883 by the
Buckeye Bell Foundry in Cincinnati, the 1,036-pound NCMC Bell

originally served Trenton Public Schools and later the high school
building, now Geyer Hall. After years of silence, it was rediscovered

during renovations and displayed again in 2000. Re-established during
the College’s centennial, the bell now symbolizes NCMC’s rich history

and continues to open each academic year and close it at
Commencement.



Associate in Applied Science, Nursing

Tiffany Abbott
Perla Acosta
Kathryn Adair
Misty Arnold
Brittany Bailey
Haliegh Bartram
Ashley Baxter*
Brodi Becerra
Sarah Bloss
Kristen Booth*
Kendra Borger
Hallie Briner
Ashley Brown
Annette Bryant
Lexie Buckminster
Mildred Buhlig
Chelsea Burstert*
Megan Chappell
Riley Chenoweth
Evan Clark
Matthew Corkins*
Dara Crowe
Evan Cruz
Heather Culbreth*
Julie Day
Darcy Dennis
Rachel Diedrich*
Sage Eads
Allison Eivins
Emma England
Julie Erpelding
Katheryn Ewing
Jenna Farris
Alivia Gerhart*
Avery Gilworth*
Joni Hanson
Gabryelle Hapes*
Selah Heye
Cale Higer
Melissa Hocker
Abigail Holder*
Aaron Holt
Sarah Holtz
Katie Hostetler
Andrew Jaggars

Ashleigh Johnson*
Christiana Jordan
Shirley Keith
Christian Kelsall
Rachelle Kerns
Hailey Kneedler
Tarian Kraemer
Macy Lambert
Mallory Lambert*
Paige Lang*
Trina Ledford*
Abby Lightfield
Samantha Logan
Roseline Mangual Velazquez
Breana Mardis
Crystal Martin
Sarah Martinez
Amanda McCullough**
Claire McElvain
Aricca Mehalic
Hannah Meighen
Salina Mendoza
Sarabeth Michael
Tiffany Michael
Faith Middleton
Blake Miller
Jeana Moran*
Raven Moreno
Talea Mozier
Kaitlyn Nixdorf*
Vanessa Olivo
Kauri Patterson
Hannah Petty
Lena Phillips
Phillipe Phillips
Emma Phipps
Adison Pratt
Shelley Price
Raven Ratliff
Arminda Roberts
Emma Roberts
Kaden Robinson
Carli Robison
Bailey Roderick
Carrissa Runde



Associate in Applied Science, Nursing

Elizabeth Sawyer
Chelsea Shelmadine*
Faith Siemer**
Vanessa Smith
Abby Spitzer-Fox*
Sydney Stonger
Dakota Stubblefield
Elizabeth Szczepanik
Hailee Tarpening
Samantha Taylor**
Kaesi Thee*

Chase Tomlin
Carly Townsend
Tristin Trask
Marissa Uthe*
Ieesha Vaughan
Danielle Walters
Danielle Wells
Amanda Williams
Josie Williams
Markus Williams
Kayla Wynne



Address

Sue Nichols, Professor Emerita of Nursing at
North Central Missouri College, retired from
NCMC in June 2024 after more than 20 years
of dedicated service to the institution and its
students. At the time of her retirement, she
was serving as the Dean/Director of the
Savannah Campus, a role that reflected both
her leadership and deep commitment to
education.

Throughout her distinguished career at
NCMC, Sue served as a long-time nursing

Sue Nichols, BSN RN
Professor Emerita

faculty member and as the Online PN to ADN Coordinator, where she
played a pivotal role in advancing student success and program
development. Her contributions extended beyond the classroom, as she
was actively involved in initiatives such as nursing accreditation and
strategic planning.

In recognition of her outstanding service, Sue was awarded the 2019
Senior Service Award at the statewide Missouri Community College
Association convention. NCMC President Dr. Lenny Klaver described her
as “an essential component of our nursing faculty team,” noting her
extensive institutional knowledge and unwavering dedication to both
students and the college.

Sue began her academic journey by earning her Associate Degree in
Nursing from Iowa Central Community College, followed by her
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Northwest Missouri State
University. Prior to entering nursing education, she gained valuable
clinical experience in emergency care, acute care, home health, and
hospice across northwest Missouri. While she valued her time in patient
care, Sue found her true passion in nursing education and fostering
student success.

Over the years, she has had the privilege of teaching across multiple
programs and locations, including PN in Trenton, PN-ADN in Maryville,
and the online PN- ADN program, culminating in her leadership role in
Savannah. Even in retirement, Sue continues to give back to students as
a Pro Tutor, reflecting on her enduring commitment to nursing
education.

Outside of her professional life, Sue enjoys spending time with her
family, especially her two granddaughters, teaching Sunday School,
being an active PEO member, and cheering on her favorite teams—the
Albany Warriors, the Kansas City Chiefs, and the Kansas City Royals.



NCMC’s Centennial Year
North Central Missouri College, originally established as Trenton Junior
College in 1925, proudly celebrates a century of educational excellence,
growth, and community impact. At its founding, the College operated within a
unified K–14 system under a joint Board of Education and Board of Trustees,
with leadership shared between a school superintendent and college
president reflecting the community’s early commitment to accessible
education.

For more than four decades, the College resided on the upper floor of Trenton
High School, sharing facilities, faculty, and administration. In 1967, a milestone
was reached with the relocation to the former Central School building on
Main Street, now known as Geyer Hall.
The College’s evolution continued as it achieved full independence following
voter approval in April 1986. Its first Board of Trustees was seated in July of that
year, marking a new era of governance and growth. In July 1988, the institution
was renamed North Central Missouri College, a reflection of its expanding
mission to serve a seventeen-county region across Northwest Missouri.

Over the decades, North Central Missouri College’s campus has grown alongside
its mission, reflecting a continued commitment to student success. Hoffman Hall,
opened in the 1980s, expanded classroom space and introduced modern
computer and science labs. The 1990s brought the addition of Selby and Ellsworth
residence halls, Willis Alexander Hall, and the Lloyd and Margaret Ketcham
Community Center. In 2009, the Dr. Albert and Vera Cross Hall was dedicated,
followed by the opening of the Elizabeth and Arthur Barton Farm Campus in 2011.
Spanning 100 acres, the Barton Campus includes the Lager Laboratory of Plant and
Energy Science, Metcalf Mechanical Resource Center, and Kuttler Animal Science
Facility. Further enhancements to the Trenton campus include the Everett and
Hazel Frey Building, Russ Derry Practice Facility, Pirate Plaza, Building B, the Dr. T.E.
Ritze Building, the Maintenance Building, and Layson Hall. In August 2023, NCMC
held a grand opening of the Savannah Campus and campus expansion continues
in order to support growing enrollment. Most recently, NCMC opened the Dr. Neil
and Susanne Nuttall Student Center in November 2025, marking another
milestone in the College’s centennial era of growth.

Throughout this centennial year, NCMC has honored its rich history while
celebrating a vibrant future. Festivities commenced at Fall Convocation by
ringing the historic NCMC Bell, cast in 1883. Commemorative events have
included opening a buried time capsule, 100 employee-sponsored
scholarships for 100 students, 100 hours of community service from student
athletes, 100 carved pumpkins, a nostalgic holiday tree lighting, participation
in the Missouri Day Parade and other community celebrations, the dedication
of the Nuttall Student Center, the return of “Tessie” the groundhog, a 1920s-
themed Pirate Ball, a community block party, the planned release of the
second volume of the College’s historical record, and the presentation of the
ceremonial mace—gifted by the Classes of 2025 and 2026.

This landmark year reaches its pinnacle as the College proudly celebrates its
100th graduating class. Notably, this class is also the largest in the institution’s
history, reflecting a powerful testament to a century of growth, resilience, and
unwavering dedication to student success.
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